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By the end of the twelfth month a bright child may be
expected to say two or three simple words, such as "dada,
nana, mama, papa, man," and to try to repeat syllables or
words spoken to him. Although a one-year-old baby can use
very few words, he should be able to understand a good
many. For example, he should respond by the appropriate
action to the command Go to the door or Shut the door
before he can say the words door, go, or shut. Gesell and
Thompson 22 found that only 40 per cent of the year-old
infants studied said three words or more, whereas four weeks
later 68 per cent had acquired this ability. Mead,23 inves-
tigating fifty unselected children, found the average age at
which they first used a word intelligently was 15.8 months.
In the case of 144 feeble-minded children the median age
was 34.4 months. The mother's report of the age at which
her child speaks the first word is likely to be earlier than an
examiner's report at his own firsthand observation. Shirley 24
found the median age at which twenty somewhat superior
children spoke the first comprehensible word in the exam-
iner's presence was sixty weeks, and that even with this small
group of children the age varied by more than five months.
Thus within groups of superior and average children wide
differences are found in their acquisition of speech. Preco-
cious language development has seemed to be associated with
dependence upon adults and subnormal interest in large
muscle activities.
Increase in Vocabulary during the Second Year. — After
the first year of experimentation in speech the child's mas-
tery of words grows rapidly.; Bain 25 reported a knowledge
of twenty-one spoken words at fourteen months and 645 at
two years of age. The second and third years are the most
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